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CIT~Y COUNCIL
CITY AND COUR~G~iV~-PDNOLULU
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-3065

TheHonorableErnestMartin, Chair
AndMembersoftheCity Council
City & CountyofHonolulu
HonoluluHale,Room202
530 SouthKing Street
Honolulu,Hawaii 96813

DearChairMartin andCouncilmembers:

Re: Bill 11(2013)FY14 OperatingBudget

TheAgricultural DevelopmentTaskForcesupportscontinuedfunding of theImportant
Agricultural LandsStudy,PhaseII, as reflectedin the abovebill.

As you maybe aware,theDepartmentofPlanningandPermittingis proceedingwith mapping
Important Agricultural Lands (IAL), as mandatedby Chapter205, HRS. However, we
understandthat this projecthasbeenonly partially funded. We alsounderstandthat funding to
completetheprojectis beingconsideredfor nextyear’sbudget.

We strongly supportcompletefunding for PhaseII of this project in the amountof $300,000
andrespectfullyrequestthat this amountbe reflectedin Bill 11(2013). Someofourmembers
serve on the Department’sadvisory group and can attest that the group is making good
progress,and shouldn’tbe delayeddue to lackof funding. We are anxiousto movethe final
IAL mapsforwardto theStateLandUseCommissionfor action. Oncedesignated,landowners
of IAL landswill be eligible for financialbenefits,andthedesignationwill enhancethe“bright
line” betweenagriculture and urbanization. IAL designationwill support the long-term
viability ofagricultureon Oahu,andwill finally fulfill the 1978stateconstitutionmandate.

Thankyou for this opportunityto testify.
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Chain Alan Takemoto,Vice-chain Yuki Kitagawa.

Members: Fred Humphrey, Charley Ice,Jimmy Nakatani, D~~T~I1~AtNCIL
HOHOLULU~HAWAII

April 2, 2013

ourstruly,

Takemoto,Chair

cc: Agricultural DevelopmentTaskForceMembers
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